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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


New  Orleans,  Deicmher  8th  1861. 

THE  EDITOR. 


SERMON. 


Justice  Esalteth  A.  Nation  :    But  Sin  Maketh  Nations  Mkerable. 
(Prov.  XIV.  34.)  •     . 

Beloved  Brethren  :     ' 

This  is  a  <rreat.  a  most  important  tratli,  involving  the  most  'momentous 
interestsl^wlTicli  I  deem  expedient  ard  necessary,  on  this  melancholy  occa- 
sion to  present  to  your  earnest  consideration.  -  Justice  exalteth  a  nation : 
but  sin  maketli  nations  miserable. '"  We  learn  this  important  lesson  from 
the  Wise  Man  who  has  written  the  Book  of  Proverbs :  but  it  is  not  the 
result  of  hi^  individual  and  personal  wisdom  which  I  present  to  you  :  it  is 
the  unerrincr  dictate  of  the  Holv  Ghost,  who  inspired  and  directed  the  sa- 
cred penman  to  record,  in  that  portion  of  Scripture,  a  maxim  which  is  an 
imperishable  truth,  because  it  is  the  word  of  Him  who  is  truth  itself,— who 
can  neither  deceive  nor  be  deceived  :  and  indeed,  heaven  and  earth  shall 
pass  awav.  but  His  words  shall  not  pass  away.     But.  independently  of  the 
unexceptionaV^le  authority  of  Him  who  has  promulgated  this  sublim.e  maxim 
of  true  and  crenuine  statesmanship,  and  of  sacred  ^nd  divine  politics,  we 
have  history  to  bear  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  seiiteiice  of  the  Wise  Man 
— "  Justice  exalteth  a  nation  :  but  sin  maketh  nations  mi-:?:  able.  ''    The 
rise  and  fall  of  nations,  consi'jned  in  the  pages  of  history,  is  but  a  continual 
application  and  confirmation"  of  this  principle   of  unerring  truth..     The 
irreat  Doctor  of  tho  Church— the  patron  of  this  city  and  congregation— 
St.  Augustine,  in  his  admirable  work.  '•  Of  the  Ci^y^f  Go  1.  "  undertook 
•k)  show^the  true  reason  of  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
That  Empire  was  the  most  extensive  and  the  most  prosperous    that  ever 
existed  :  it  extended  itself  to  th'-  remotest  corners  of  thek^.own  universe. 
Even  the  wild  nations  that  could  not  be  reached  by  its  authority,  respected 
and. dreaded  the  verv  name  of  the  Romans.  That  illustrious  Doctor  does 
not  hesitate  to  sav,  that  this  temporal  prosperity  of  the  Empire  was  the 
reward  of  the  moral  virtues  which  illustrated  the  Roman  nation  in  the  first 
centuries  of  her  existence,  and  which  were  never  more  conspicuous  than  in 
the  men  whom  she  placed  at  the  head  of  her  armies,  and  to  whom  she  gave 
the  direction  of  her  civil  and  political  affairs.  They  have  left  us  admirable 
examples  of  justice,  integrity,  and  fortitude,  on  most  trying  occasions.  Such 
was  their  love  of  justice,  that  one  of  their  enemies,  who  had.even   fought 
against  them  with  success  dearly  bought,  knowing  that  gold,  which  is   so 
"'  •   -    .       the  chief  officer  of  Rome  to  bribe 

d  be  easier  to  turn  the  sun  from 


powerful  on  men.  could  have  no  effect  on  ti 
him  and  corrupt  him.  remarked  that  it  woul 


his  course,  than  the  Roman  Consul  from  the  path  of  justice.  As  long  as  t 
love  of  justice  hi-ted,  the  Supreme  Riil?r  of  avents  rjave  success  to  tt 
arms,  and  extended  t'lioir  coi-i:^u:?ts  far  md  ^ide,  uatil  t'.ic  whole  earth  \ 
under  their  sway.  But,  at  a  later  period,  injustice,  iniquity,  ambiti 
covetousness,  and  bribery  crept  into  the  Empire,  and  were  found  disgrac: 
even  the  leaders  of  the  nation.  It  was  then  that  Ahnighty  God  permit 
that  hordes  of  Barbarians  should  invade  that  Empire,  now  fallen  from 
pristine  justice  aiid  integrity  ;  and  those  Barbarians  devastated  and  o^ 
turned  thp  colossal  Empire,  and  swept  its  authority,  its  grandeur,  and 
very  name  from  the  earth. 

Such  is  then  the  plan  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  goverment  of  1 
world.  If  iniquity,  injustice,  rapine,  and  bloodshed  seem  sometimes  to  m 
with  success,  it  is  only  temporary  and  ephemeral,  similar  to  the  devaatat 
produced  by  a  swollen  torrent,  but  such  causes  cannot  establish,  settle,  i 
place  on  a  permanent  basis,  any  civil  and  political  institution  :  any  gove 
mentthat  resUs  upon  injustice,  must  necessarily  crumble  with it.^  totter 
•  foundation.  "  Justice  exaltcth  a  nation  :  but  sin  maketh  nations  mil 
able.''  Our  beloved  country  is  now  undoubtedly  under  the  opei-atior 
that  stem  and  inflexible  rule  of  justice,  at  the  hands  of  the  Author  of  just 
We  have  hitherto  been  a  nation  pro-:pcrous  beyond  even  the  most  exag 
rated  conceptions  of  a  wild  imagination  ;  productions  of  every  kind  1 
ifihed  by  our  soil  ;  an  abundance,  not  to  say  an  overflowing,  of  the 
cuiating  medium  ;  extensive  factories,  an  active  commerce,  and  the  i 
and  exuberant  fruits  of  industry  by  sea  and  by  land,  have  made 
United  Slates  a  paragon  of  riches.  —  a  sort  of  elysian  fields,  in  wl 
the  overflowing  population  of  Europe  came  to  enjoy  abundance,  ricl 
peace,  and  freedom.  The  aspect  is  suddenly  changed  ;  the  polit 
horizon  ha^  become  gloomy  ;  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  praye: 
kept  over  tlie  land,  to  avert  impending  evils;  discord  and  disunion 
rapidly  spreading  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  ;  the  horr 
of  war,  and  of  the  worst  kmd — of  civil  war — are  staring  us  in  uhe  ft 
and  the  prosperity,  hitherto  unparalleled,  of  the  country,  has  given  v 
to  mutual  distrust,  uneasiness,  suspension  of  commerce,  stagnation  of 
dustry,  suffering,  and  the  anticipation  of  evils  yet  worse  to  come.  1 
cause  must  no  doubt  be,  that  we  have  forgotten  justice,  and  that  sin  ' 
crept  frightfully  among  us  to  make  us  miserable  ;  for  Almighty  G 
hates  in  us  only  sin,  and  the  disorderly  bend  of  oui-  wills,  by  which 
transgress  His  law. 

Slavery  is  the  origin  of  the  pre-;ont  disturbances,  and  is  the  fatal  sci 
bank  upon  which  the  Sliip  of  State  has  already  made  a  total  or  pari 
shipwreck.  Injustice  has  then  been  committed  on  this  point,  and  I  de 
the  present  occasion  to  be  a  very  favorable  one,  to  place  before  yc 
eyes  some  truths  which  are  of  great  importance  to  the  nation  at  large, 
to  the  North,  and  to  the  South, — to  the  people  collectively,  and  to 
dividuals, — to  masters,  u«nd  to  servants  I  wish  to  show,  on  the  c 
side,  how  unjust,  iniquitous,  unscriptunil,  and  unreasonnablc  is  the  ass 


ion  of  Abolitionists,  who  brand  Slavery  a?  a  morn  1  rvil.  and  a  crime 
igainst  God,  religion,  humanity,  and  society  :  ■wheKss,  ii  is  found  to  have 
•eceived^  the  sanction  of  God,  of  the  Church,  and  of  J-rx  iety  at  all  times, 
ind  in  all  governments.  On  the  other  Hide,  I  wish  to  j^low  the  conditions 
inder  which  servitude  is  legitimate,  la\\'ful.  approved  by  all  laws,  and 
■onsistent  with  practical  religion  and  ti'ue  holiues?  of  'ilic  in  master."*  who 
ulfil  those  conditions. 

Servitude  is  the  state  of  a  per.=;on  dependent  on  a  niii^CT.  so  as  to  be 
)bliged  to  work  all  his  life  for  that  master,  with  tin-  privilege,  ia  the 
atter.  to  transfer  that  right  to  another  person  by  --i  e.  Divines  and 
dvilians  who  examine  the  foundations  of  social  life,  in  I'lire  what  things 
an  come  under  the  domain  or  ownership  of  mcrt,  nnd  \h'-y  atrreo  that  wo 
lave  not  a  perfect  domain  or  property  over  our  owo  'iff?  and  limbs,  but 
>n!y  the  usufruct  of  them,— that  is.  a  life-intere?!  in  {'--cu  ;  and  hence  a 
naster,  not  being  Ihe  irne  owner  of  his  own  life  ani  limbs,  c-aunot  be 
he  owner  or  proprietor  of  the  life  and  limbs  of  a  Aww  -.  thishidi  domain 
>elongs  exclusively  to  our  Maker  :  a  master  can  riai-n  no  other  right 
ban  the  usufruct  of  his  slave,— that  is,  a  right  on  hi  -  -^^.ov  and  industry, 
md  the  labor  and  industry  of  his  children.  This  Keinfr  nnMnisod,  wecan 
how,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  one  who  is  not  derei-minod  to  shut  hi.s 
)yes  against  the  truth,  that  the  state  of  servitude  is  reprobated  n^^ither 
)y  natural,  law,  nor  by  the  Divine  positive  law,  nor  by  tlie  ecclesiastical 
aw,  nor  by  the  civil  laws.  Those  four  kinds  of  laws  are  the  sources  of 
ill  justice,  of  all  right,  and  from  them  emanate  all  the  directions  and 
)rescriptions  which  govern  the  actions  of  men.  Natural  or  moi-al  law 
s  that  which  arises  from  the  nature  or  essence  of  mo-  a!  and  reasonable 
>eings,  and  is  engraved  in  our  heai-ts  by  our  Maker,  the  -Author  of  Na- 
iire.  Such  are  the  Commandments  Thou  shalf  not  kill  —  Thmi  shah  not 
'te-d,  <fec.  Divine  positive  law  is  that  command  of  God  which  refjuires 
jomething  in  addition  to  natural  law.  Such  was  tli"  •  circumcision  pre- 
icribed  to  the  Jews,  or  baptism  prescribed  now  to  ■  hristians.  Kccle- 
■iastical  law  comes  from  the  Church,  which  God  ha-  c-tal.li.<^hed,  with 
m  express  command  to  us  to  hear  her  :— "  He  that  l:"aietli  you,  hearcth 
ne  :  he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth  me.— Luke  x.  U).  '  Civil  law  comes 
rom  the  governmeuts  under  which  we  live,  and  whi<-h  it  is  our  dutv  to 
)bey  ;— "  Let  every  soul  be  subject  to  higher  power-."— Rom.  xiii.  1. 
S'ow  Slavery  is  condemned  by  none  of  these  laws,  as  it  is  ea.sy  to  show. 

As  to  natural  law  :— it  must  be  said,  indeed,  that  n^^tural  law  does  not 
istablishor  institute  Slavery  :  no  one  is.  by  nature,  ihr  sla\e  of  another  ; 
Dut  natural  law  approves  of  reasons  and  causes  bv  wlich  a  man  mav  be- 
come the  slave  of  another  man.  The  ease  stands  hero  precLselv  as  with 
regard  to  the  division  of  property.  No  land  belon^rs  to  tinybody  bv  the 
•ight  of  nature,  but  legitimate  titles  constitute  it  the  pioporty  of  iudivid- 
lals.  Any  one.  ever  so  little  conversant  with  historv  fb ds  Slaverv  estab- 
lished among  all  nations  of  antiquity,  and  it  is  not  irMpiobal)Ie  that  it  is 
Joeval  with  the  division  of  property.     Writers  en  this  branch  of  science 


assign  the  varioos  titles  which  legitimate  a  state  of  Slavery,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  must  have  been  originally  the  source  and  beginning  of  its  intro- 
duction among  men.  The  first  title  they  assign,  is  the  sale  that  dh  man 
makes  of  h.imself  to  a  master.  A  man  may  sell  his  labor,  and  work  for 
a  day,  a  week,  a  month  or  a  year  :  why  may  he  not  sell  it  for  .ill  his  life? 
If  it  be  said  that  a  sale  requires  a  consideration,  and  an  equivalent  be- 
tween the  conu-acting  parties,  this  is  very  true.  But  the  master  gives 
an  equivalent,  namely — food  and  clothing  to  the  slave,  with  the  assu- 
rance and  security  to  him  to  find  them  at  all  times,  and  especially  the 
promise  of  support  and  maintenance  in  sickness  and  in  old  age,  when  he 
will  be  unable  to  work.  The  equivalent  given  by  the  master  may  be  a 
SLifficient  lEduccment  for  some  individuals'to  ofter  their  work  and  liberty 
tor  ever.  The  slave  receives  indeed  an  equivalent,  in  this  certainty  of 
being  always  provided  for — a  certainty  which  many  distressed  and  starv- 
irg  families  in  Europe,  and  in  the  large  cities  of  America,  would  in- 
deed appreciate  highly,  as  they  know  what  a  source  of  interminable 
care,  anxiety,  and  solicitude  this' matter  is  for  them.  It  is  truly  remark- 
able, hew  gay,  cheerful,  and  sprightly  are  the  slaves  of  the  South.  I 
do  LCt  hesitate  to  say,  that  they  seem  to  be  better  contented  than  their 
masters ;  assuredly  more  so  than  the  sullen  and  gloomy  population 
found  in  the  work  shops  and  factories  of  large  cities.  The  master  there- 
fore gives  an  equivalent.  This  is  so  true,  that,  for  me  personally,  I 
would  no:  accept  persons  wlio  fvould  offer  their  services  for  life,  on  con- 
dition of  maintaining  them  for  ever,  precisely  on  account  of  the  danger 
of  having  services  tl^at  might  prove  unacceptable,  and  on  account  of 
the  heavy  charge  such  persons  occasion  in  sickness  and  old  age.  I 
know  cf  masters  who  were  poor  when  they  had  slavei,  and  had  be- 
come rich  oy  setting  tliem  free  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  one  of  the 
reasons  for  wuicii  Slavery  has  become  gradually  extinct  in  Europe. 

Another  title  of  servitude  mentioned  by  canonists  and  jurists,  is  cap- 
ture m  a  just  war,  as  history  tells  us  how  the  captives  in  war  used  to  be 
sold  as  slaves.  Tlie  conqueror  could  put  them  to  death  ;  it  is  assuredly 
a  better  lot  for  them  that  they  be  sold  as  slaves.  Christianity  has 
introduced  a  more  humane  legislation  in  reference  to  prisoners  of  war,, 
for  which  we  must  thank  our  Redeemer  ;  but  nature  alone  and  strict 
justice  declare  that,  in  a  just  war,  the  vanquished  forfeits  his  life  to  the 
victor,  who  does  him  kindness  by  granting  life  at  the  expense  of  liberty. 
Another  title  I  must  mention,  'is  condemnation  to  Slavery  for  crimes 
cocsmitted.  or  even  for  non-payment  of  debts.  This  is  likewise  a  point 
on  which  Chhstianit)- has  introduced  milder  forms;  but  we  must  ^  not 
forget  that  they  are  a  boon,  and  not  a  strict  right :  he  who  is  condemned 
to  nard  labor' in  a  penitentiary,  would  find  his  lot  much  improved  in  the 
condition  of  a  slave.  Again,  if  a  man  cannot  pay  his  debts,  he  may  be 
compelled.in  sirict  justice,  to  work  inorder  to  pay  them,  and  this,  no 
doubt,  must  have  been  a  frequent  title  of  servitude.  Our  Lord  men- 
tions it  in  one  of  Eis  parables,   without  a  word  to   censure  what  was 


,en  a  general  praciice.    "One  was  brought  ^^-^ONved  Ll.  lord  ten  ,^^ 
oLndialcnts,  Ld,  as  lie  l;ad  not  wl;ercwith,to  pay  ^t,  h^s  lord  comn^an-  ,,, 
ed  tliat  lie  should  be  ^old,  aad  lus  wife  and  dii^reu,  and  all  tlia.  i^^-^^..^  . 
ndrnvment  to  be  made.  -  3»iaU.  xviii.  i?5.    /A  spirit  ofplitoti-opy  .,, 
"fXr^dieiouior  notl  do  ^^ot  examine^)  l,a.  induced   r.od^^^^^^^ 
itors  u.  suppress  imp;-isc«aiiieut,  much  more  Mavery,  for  debt,  and  dis 
jSe^t^ebt^are  very  panial  to  sc^h  a  legislation  :  but  ^^J^^^^ 
^rtahied  different  ideas  of  .stern  and  $trict  jusuce,  for  wnicii  ^  e  are  no.  au 

,y  writers  to  be  a  just  cau.=e  of  sevvit^e^  partus  segtaUcr  f  vj  ^^^^  ^:;^ 
txiom  in  law.  A  cliild  follows  the  conditio:i  and  htate  of  ^-^^  P^^^^^; 
md  the  child  must  perish,.unles3  it.  be  znamtamed  and  supix>rted  by  .he 
naster ;  if  tlie  child  could  speak,  he  would  prefer  oemg  a  slaN  e  to  oe.ng 
>xposed  to  the  necessity  of  dying  for  want  of  sustenance  ^n^  hence 
:his  title  has  been  readily  admitted  wherever  S  aveij  has  at  all  exi.ted^, 
.nd  the  Scripture,  as  we  shall  soon  see,  confirms  U  ^^^^^Jl^i  fm^Te 
.ong  possession  in  good  faith,  with  an  apparent  title,  to  be  Mlegitimate 
aule  for  holding  Wes.  This  title  was  ca^ed  f''%^^'^l^^y.^ 
Latins,  and  has  regained  tliat  name  in  almost  all  modern  European  lan- 
c^a-es.  This  is  a  title  introduced  by  the  general  consent  of  aatio^^  for 
fhe "security  of  property.  K  we  have  possessed  -^^ometning  for  a  long 
time  in  trood  faith,  thinking  if  is  ours,  it  is  really  ours,  althougn  there 
Si  arise  after  i  Ion-  lapse  of  years,  some  contestations  about  the  val- 
Sh  of  t^'oitLal  tfue  Sve  s4  therefore,  that  tliere  are  many  ways 
in  whkh  S  a'4?y  may  lawfully  exist,  and  that  such  a  state  is  not  repro- 
bated bv  reason,  or  by  the  natural  and  innate  f  tions  of  justace  when 
some  of  those  title.s  eiist.  Civil  laws  may  condemn  sonie  o.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
in  the  present  refined  state  of  society  :  m  t)iat  case,  sucn  title.,  will  be 
invalid,  not  because  they  are  adverse  to  the  natural  law,  bat  b6..a.e 
thev  are  made  void  by  the  law  of  tne land.    -,  .     ,  cio^«,^ 

Let  us  now  examine  whetlier  tlie  Bivine  positive  law  condemn  S^aveiy. 
Tf  Slavcrv  be  immoral  in  itself,  no  Divme  law  can  commend  i.  or 
Ippr^;  ^ft  Sise.Godxanno^  or  anthome  Bomet^nng 

i^Lral  :  if  it  be  not  immoral  in  itself  still  ^^d  could  foi  bid  it  as  He 
forbade  in  old  times  *^ie  eating  of  blood  and  of  other  things,  in  tms 
[:  pect,'h  >^^^^^  that  God,  in  the  Old  T-tament  .inder  t^  kw 

of  natuie,  and  under  tlie  law  of  Moses,  ^ot  °nly  did  not  pi  ohto^^^^ 
but  sanctioned  it,  regulated  it,  and  specified  the   i£t.  of  ma^^^^^^^ 
the  duties  of  slaves.    It  would  cemmly  ^f  ^f^^^'.  f  of^^^^^^^ 
proofs  of  mv  assertion  which  could  be  extracted  from  the  Old  ^estament^ 
?^  a  few  of  the  most  striking  will  be  amply   sufiicient.    Abraham 
assuredly  -as  a  ^odd  man  ;  now  Abraham  was  -^^^^  %^  '^ 
large  one  indeed    When  his  nephew,.  Lot,  was  taken  pu.oner  l^^n^- 
U)--  he  numbered  of  the  servants  born  in  his  house  t^^^^^^^f  ^/^^,  ^^ 
eiVhteen  well  appointed,"  pursued  and  defeated  the  invaders,  and  d^ 


Svered  Lot  and  all  the  people.  The  Scripture  here  approves  of  the  title 
ot  nativity,  by  mentioning  tiiat  these  slaves  were  born  in  his  hoii^e  In 
the  same  page  of  Genesis,  chap,  xvi,  we  find  a  more  striking,  and  pointed 
approba  ion  of  Slavery.  For  reasons  stated  in  that  chapter,  Sara,  the 
wile  ot  Abram,  was  obliged  to  treat  witli  severitv  her  handmaid  —  or 
female  servant —  Agar  ;  the  latter  ran  away,  and'"  an  ansrel  of  the  Lord 
saving  tound  her  by  a  fountain  of  water  in  the  wilderness,  he  said  to 
Aer  :  Agar,  handmaid  of  Sarai.  whence  comest  thou?  and  wither  £roest 
thou  !  And  she  answered  :  I  flee  from  the  face  of  Sarai,  mv  mistVesa. 
And  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  said  to  her  :  Return  to  thy  mistress,  and 
humble  thyselt  under  her  hand"-v.  7.  How  sti-anirc  must  all  this  be  for 
Abolitionists  who  retain  their  belief  in  the  Bible!  ^God  sends  an  Angel 
purposely  to  tell  a.  runaway  slave  to  return  to  her  mistress,  and  humble 
ierselfto  her;  and  Abolitionists  have  set  aside  alllaws,  and  torn  the 
fundamental  articles  of  the  Constitution,  to  enable  runaway  slaves  to 
escape  the  pursuit  and  just  demands  of  their  masters :  the  'angel  pro- 
elairas  obedience  and  submission  to  slaves,  and  thev  excite  tliem  tS  rev'olt. 
and  are  ready  to  aid  them  in  shaking  otf  the  authoritv  of  their  masters. 
Nothiu-  more  is'  wanted  to  show  that  the  spirit  of  Abolitionists  is  not 
the  spirit  of  the  Angels  of  God,  the  spirit  of  the  Bil)lo,  tlie  spirit  of  truth 
and  justice,— but  the  demon  of  anarchv.  discord,  stubbornness,  and  pride. 
•"T'li  1  ^.'^"'"/^'^P*^^  of  Genesis  mentions  that  Abraham  circum- 
€i3ed  all  the  males  of  his  house,  not  only  j  those  who   were  bom  in   his 

i°rr4  f  \  /^'  ^^"^^^  ^''^^"*^'  "  -  ^•-  -3  and  27,  -  which  show3 
that  the  sale  of  slaves  is  not  condemned  by  Scripture.  Indeed,  it  seera3 
that  every  page  of  Holy  Writ  contains  some  statement  to  demolish  the 
raise  and  unjust  principles  of  Abolitionism.  Those  men  must  l)e  ignorant 
€ven  of  the  Ten  Commatidments  of  God  ;  for  the  Tenth  Commandment 
?..''hS  '''7-^'"°  our  neighbor's  proi)crty  :  "  nor  his  servant,  nor  his 
handmaid,  nor  his  ox,  "  <tc.  -  Exod.  xx-.  17.  The  Lord  here  forbids 
desiring  and  designing  to  take  servants  from  their  masters,  and  the  mo- 
clem  fanatics  not  only  desire,  but  actually  tak6  iniquitou.s  means  to  rel- 
ease servants  from  their  masters,  in  defiance  of  tlie  plainest  laws  of 
God.  Finally  the  twenty-first  diapter  of  Exodus  contains  laws,  ema- 
nating from  Godnnnsclf,  to  regulate  Slavery  among  the  Jevvs.  The 
Jewish   servant  or  slave  who  had  sold  himself,  could  be  retained  onlv 

Ti  A™  •i""'.  ""  ^^'?  •='°'^''^  j"'^""^'  ^'y  ^  '^^'^'-^'^  1«^^  of  the  Jews. 
wV.fiT  if^  ''''"^^'"''T'^^  provisi6ns  relating  to  the  same  8ub- 
f^^  f}^  '"^'^1'''  servitude  to  be  lawful.  The  twontv-fifth  chapter  of 
.W  T.  ,.  r  ;^''?  *?  ''^'■'  ^^"^'"^'^  ^"^^  bondwomen  of  the  nations 
that  are  round  about  them  :  '=  These  vou  shall  have  for  servants,  and. 
))y  right  of  inheritance,  .^hall  leave  them  to  your  posterity,  and  shall 
possess  them  for  ever  '-v.  44.  45.  46.  Here  is  Slaverf  airain  sanctioned 
and  approved  bv  the  law  of  God  himself,  consigned  in  n  Book  which  all 
revere  as  the  ^Vord  of  God.  Can  there  be  anvthin-  then,  more  unscrip- 
tural  than  Abolitionism  :  and.  if  tJiis  country  b'e  the  country  of  the  Bible, 
as  some  have  asserted,  Abolitionism  must  be  then  of  e.xotic  -rowth. 
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I  am  aware  of  an  objection  —  which  is  indeed  a  serious  one  —  bist 
which  I  meet  at  once,  because  it  will  wonderfully   strengthen  my  argu- 
ment.   The  Jew^s  were  a  rude  and  carnal  people  :  their  religion  was  but 
rudimental  and  figurative,  and  very  imperfect.    These  defects  have  beea 
amended  in  the  New  Law,  which  has  bi:ought  all  things  to  perfection. 
Hence  some  might  think  that  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Founder  of  ihe 
New  Law,  has  abolished  Slavery,  although  it  was  allowed  in  times  past. 
Lideed,  this  is  what  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  some  points  relative 
to  marriage.     Divorce,  and  polygamy  were  allowed  to  them  of  old.  Still 
no  one  could  sanction  the  pi-actice  of  them  by  the  example  of  the  good 
men  of  the  Old  Testament,  or  by  the  Law  of  Moses.    But  the  case  is  as 
clear  and  obvious  as  possible.     Our  Lord  has  expressly,  formally,  and 
pointedly  abolished  divorce  and  polygamy  :  "They  shall  b?  two  iu  one.;'* 
'•What  God  has  joined,  no  man  can  put  asunder  ; "  but  He  has  not  pro- 
scribed or  forbidden  Slavery.  There  is  not  a  word  in  the  New  Testament 
•t-o  prohibit  it,  but  there  are,  on  the  contrary,  plain  and  erident  approba- 
lionsofit.     In  the  eighth   chapter  of  St  Matthew,  a  Centurion   Slave- 
holder comes  to  Our  Lord  to  ask  for  the  cure  of  his  servaat,  and,  in  the 
oourse  of  the  conversation,  the  Centurion  says  ;  "  I  have  soldiers  under 
me  ;  and  I  say  to  this  man  go,  and  he  gocth  ;  and  to  another  come,  and 
he  cometh  ;  and  to  my  servant  do  this,  and  he  doeth  it  ;  and  Jesus  hear- 
ing this  wondered,  and  said  :  "  Amen  ;  I  say  to  you,  I  have  not  found  so 
great  faith  in  Israel.  "    How  different  was'  this  way  of  acting  from  that 
of  an  Abolitionist.    The  latter  would  have  reproaclicd  the  Centurion  for  • 
the  crime  of  injustice,  barbarity,  and  inhumanity  in  keeping  slave,^.  J.csus, 
on  the  contrary,  not  only  has  no  rebuke  to  administer  on  the  score  of 
Slavery,  but  admires  and  praibos  the  faith  of  that  man,  and  grants  a  cui-e 
to  his  servant,  a  manifest  and  incontestable  proof  that  Our  Lord  did  not 
bold  the  Centurion  guilty  for  baring  a  slave.  Let  it  Ije  remarked  tliat 
the  word  servant,  here  in  the  passages  already  quoted,  means  a  slave, 
—  in   Latin,  servns,  —  and  when  the  Scripture  speaks  of  .s^yiints 
in   a  limited  sense,  as  are  the  wiiite  servants    among    us,  they  iivt 
called  hirelings  or  laborers.     The  Apostles,  who  Vere  tauglit  by  Our 
Lord,  and  who  pi-eaclied  His  Oospel,   and  established  His  Church  an 
every  part  of  tlie  world,  had  also  to  speak  of  slaves,  and  they  \mv^  doee 
so  in  their  inspired  writings,  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  right  Viirek 
a  master  has  to  keep  his  slave,  and  on  the  obligation  of  a  slave  to  honwr 
and  obey  his  master.     St.  Paul,  in  the   sevenUi  chapter   of  the  First 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  says  positively,  that  each  one  ought  toa'CJinailE 
in  the  state  of  life  in  wiiich  he  was  when  called  to  Christianity,  —  slavQ, 
if  he  was  ^lave  ;  free,  if  he  was  free  —  for  tliis  is  of  little  consequence, 
viewed  in  reference  to  the  next  life  : "  Let  every  nmn  abide  iu  the  same 
calling  in  which  he  was  called.     Art  thou  called  being  a  bondman  ?  care 
not  for  it  ;    but  if  thou  mayest   be   made   free,  use  it  rather.     For  he 
that  is  called  to  the  Lord  lx;ing  a  bondman,  is  tlie  freeman  of  tlic  Lord- 
Likewii-e  he  that  is  called  being  free,  is  the  bondman  of  Christ.  "     Froir. 
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whicl:  wo  ::Oo  liow  far  the  Apostles  were  fro-m  iLe  docti-iac  and  practice 
of  modern  far.atica,  who  ex'aort  slaves  to  make  thern=clve=  free  by  any 
means  they  can,  per  fas  et  nefas.  St.  Paul,  in  several  of  his  Epistle.-, 
speaks  of  t!ie  mutual  duties  of  slaves  and  masters  ;  he  never  dreams  of 
the  new  duty  invented  by  Abolitionists  —  the  pretended  duty  for  the 
master  to  liberate  and  manumit  his  slave,  and  the  duty-  for  the  slave  to 
run  away  from  his  master,  even  by  usinfr  violence,  and  causing  bloodshed. 
The  inspired  Apostle  tells  the  slave  to  obey,  as  a  point  of  conscience,  as 
a  necessary  means  of  salvation  ;  and  he  tolls  the  master  to  treat  his  ser- 
vant with  .iastice  and  kindness.  Thus,  Colos.  in.  22  :  "  Servants,  obey 
in  all  things  your  masters  according  to  the  flesh,  not  serving  to  the  eye, 

as  pleasing  men.  but  in  simplicity  of  heart,  fearing  God Masters, 

do  to  your  servants  that  which  is  just  and  equal,  knowing  that  you  also 
have  a  Master  in  Heaven."  Similar  admonitions  occur  in  several  other 
Epistles  :  it  vrould  be  superfluous  to  quote  them.  Tiiere  i.s  a  passage  yet 
more  pointed,  I  Tim.,  c  vi  :  Wliosoever  are  servants  under  the  yoke,  let 
them  count  tlieir  masters  worthy  of  all  honor,  lest  the  name  and  doctrine 

of  the  Lord  'ne  blasphemed These  things  teach  and  exhort.     If 

any  man  teacli  otherwise,  and  consent  not  to  the  sound  words  of  Our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  tliat  doctrine  wlucli  is  according  to  piety,  ho 
is  proud,  knowing  nothing  ;  "  and  tnily  Abolitionism  is  but  a  compound 
of  insufferable  pride  and  unpardonable  ignorance.  St.  Peter,  First 
Epistle,  ir.  IS.  points  out  the  duty  of  obedience  to  servants  in  all  cases 
whatever  :  -  Servant-?,  be  subject  to  your  masters  with  all  fear,  not  only 
to  the  good  and  gentle,  but  also  to  tlie  froward."  But  facts  instruct 
us  better  than  words,  and  we  have  to  see  the  conduct  of  St.  Paul  with 
regard  to  a  fugitive  slave,  to  judge  better  of  the  glaring  opposition  of 
Abolitionism  to  the  Apostles,  and'  to  the  Sacred  Scripture.  The  Epistle 
to  Philemon  is  a  short  page  of  the  Sacred  Volume,  which  they  should 
indeed  desire  to  expunge.  Philemon  had  a  slave  called  Onesimus.  who 
i-an  away  from  his  master,  a  citizen  of  Colossae.  and  whom  St.  Paul  found 
in  Rome,  and  converted  to  Curistianit}-.  Now  S!.  Paul  found  in  Onesi,- 
mus  qualities  which  made  him  desirous  of  his  services  in  his  ministry. 
What  did  the  great  Apostle  do  ?  Did  he  tell  Onesimus  that  he  had  been 
right  to  run  away,  and  procure  his  liberty  at  any  ])rice?  Xo  ;  he  sent 
back  Onesimus  to  his  master  with  and  Epistle,  wiiich  is  a  perfect  model 
of  sweet,  persuasive  cloqueuce,  /oeggiiig  Philemon  to  forgive  his  slave, 
and  send  him  back  to  him,  as  he  needed  his  services  in  the  bonds  of  the 
Gospel.  Paul  iiad  just  claims  on  tiie  gratitude  of  Philemon  ;  still  he 
would  not  detain  his  fugitive  slave  without  his  consent,  but  sent  him 
back,  that  his  master  might  be  peifectly  free  to  grant  or  to  refuse  the 
favor  asked  of  him.  How  different  are  these  views  of  St  Paul,  and 
of  the  Word  of  God,  from  those  which  are  entertained  by  Abolitionists ! 
We  have  now  seen  how  both  the  N'ew  and  Old  Testaments  admit,  sanc- 
tion, and  authorize  Slavery,  from  which  we  conclude  that  this  state  of  life 
is  not  against  tiie  Divine  and  positive  law.  We  add  now  that  the  Church 
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has  made  no  general  law  againt  Slavery,  but  has  kept  up  the  teaching  anA 
the  examples  of  tlie  Apostles  on  this  point,  leaving  masters  at  liberty  to 
keep  or  to  manumit  their  slaves,  as  they  thought  proper.  The  book  I 
have  iu  my  liands,  beloved  bretliren,  is  the  Canon  Law,  or  Law  of  the 
Church.  Now  the  book  is  full  of  passages  relating  to  slaves  ;  and  to 
attempt  to  prove  that  tlie  Canon  Law  recogaizes  Slavery,  and  countenan- 
ces masters  in  retaming  possession  of  their  slaves,  would  almost  be  lu(fi- 
crous,  and  would  be  tantamount  to  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the  sun 
shines  in  the  heavens,  at  mid-day,  as  there  are  whole  chapters,  indeed, 
and  sections  on  that  matter.  Not  to  detain  you  too  long,  beloved 
brethren,  I  will  content  myself  with  one  or  two  quotations  that  will,  in- 
deed, cover  the  whole  ground  of  the  discussion.  The  Canon  Law  con- 
tains several  provisions  in  relation  to  tlie  ordination  of  slaves,  as  the 
example  of  St.  Paul  ordaining  Onesimus,  seems  to  have  been  a  precedent 
for  such  appointments.  "Tlie  Eighty-first '  Apostolic  Canon  says  that 
slaves  may  be  ordained,  if  manumitted  by  their  masters  ;  but  if  they  be 
admitted  to  tlie  clergy  without  tlie  will  of  their  masters,  they  must  be 
returned  to  their  masters.  Now  we  see  this  to  have  been  done  from  the 
same  Canon  Law,  Distinct.  54,  cap,  10,  wlicre  the  Pope  orders  one  Le- 
ontins,  who  had  lieen  promoted  to  the  lower  ranks  of  the  clergy,  to  be 
under  subjection  and  obedience  to  his  master  in  the  condition  oi^a  slave. 
Ai5snredly  the  Church  could  not  have  recognized  the  rights  of  masters 
in  a  more  forcible  and  pointed  manner  ;  no  one,  then,  has  aright  to  take 
slaves  from  their  masters  against  the  will  of  those  masters.  The  Canon 
Law,  can.  xvii..  ques.  4,  c.  37,  contains  a  decree  of  the  Council  of  Gan- 
gres,  held  in  the  l)Cginning'of  the  fourth  century,  which  condemns "here?- 
tics  who  maintained  the  principles  of  modern'  Aholionists  ;  whence  we 
see  that  the  fanatics  of  our  day  have  not  the ' merit  t)f  having  invented 
their  hypocritical  schemes  of  false' '  philanthropy  ;  they  had  predeces- 
sors iji  the  early  ages  of  the  Church,  who  ■wished  to  liberate  slaves,  and 
who  denounced  masters  as  guilty  of*  injustice  and  inhumanity.  Here  is 
now  the  decree  of  the  Council  against  those  heretics  :  "  If  any  one 
teaches  the  servant  of  another,  under  4;he  plea  of  religion,  to  contema 
his  master,  and  to  quit  his  service,  instead  of  teaching  him  -bo  serve  his 
master  in  good  faith  and  with  all  respect,  let  him  be  anathema."  No 
law  could  be  framed  more  expressive  and  more  pointed  against  Aboli- 
tionism. The  highest  penalty  inflicted  by  the  Churcli,  that  of  anathema 
or  excommunication^  is  pronounced  against  those  "who  teach  the  doctrine 
of,  Abolitionists,  and  it  is  only  an  aggravation  of  their  gnilt  to  allege 
pretexts  of  religion,  and  widest  Holy  Writ  in  support  of  their  attempts. 
Thi&  is  indeed  more  than  siifScient  to  show  that  Slaveholders  have  the 
sanction  of  the  Church  and  of  Religion  in  retaining  the  possession  of 
their  servants.  'Ecclesiastical  History  tells  us,  as.  we  gather  from  au- 
thentic documents,  that  the  Church  and  Monasteries  owned  slaves  ;  and 
St.  Gregory  the  Great — the  learned  and  pious  Pope,  to  whom  England 
js  indebted  for  her  conversion  to   Christianity — with  the  money  of  the 
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thc.^^e.  .acsau:^d;zia-LngIaaa,and  the  lattoi- in  the  service  of  tli. 
sx.  n^a  Roinan  .o.pitai      We  leara  tai.  f:-om  the  letters  of  the  Poatil 

^;:  aid  f  &?s  ^f:;^^  '''^^^  '^  '^  -^^^  -  ^^^y^  - 

m^di-'';TroT'.'V''''''^  law  in  relation  to  Slavery'.  The  civil  hiw  car 
moiL,,  i^uroduce  01- siippress  thinzs  or  practices  whenever  such  enact 
mo.it.  are  not  m  direct^oppo.ition  to  moPal  and  natural  law.    Sence'S 
cu  .1  law  may  prohioit  Mavery.  and  it  doc.  prohibit  it  in  several  countr  e 
aodpcrnapsmtncgreaterpartofChn^^^ 

take,  its  .orce  and  cfticacj  solely  from  the  civil  law.  As  for  the  United 
!l^-f  •'  IV'T  ^  '^'''  ^  f  ^  '"f  Constitution,  framed  after  the  War  of  Inde 
pcLdeiicc,  recognises  the  relations  ot  master  and  slave,  and  that  the  la^ 
Ot  the  Lnited  Slaves  gives  a  right  to  the  master  to  reclaim  and  seize  hii 
^^If^''  wiierever  he  may  be  found  within  the  United  States 
TLi^  statements  arc  undeniable,  and  there  is  no  occasion  for  me  tc 
^dwen  ou  a  point  known  to  everybody.  Tho.e  States  which  have  enacted 
laws  against  ha  Constitution  and  the  Legislation  of  the  United  Htatet* 
liave  sapped  the  very  toundation  of  social  order,  and  are  the  true  and  res 
pon3;i)Ie  causes  and  agents  ot  the  misfortunes  which  have  already  befallen 
lUie  nation,  and  of  the  greater  calamities  with  which  it  is  thireatened. 
Tae  words  of  my  text  rweive  here  their  application  :  "  Justice  exalteth 
a  nation  :  but  sin  maketh  nations  miserable  " 

Before  coucludiug  this  first  part  of  my  address,  I  must  take  a  cursory 
^gtice  of  the  reasons  and  objections  raised  by  Abolitionists  against  the 
doctrine  delivered  in  the  preceding  remarks.  1  will  not  notic?  the  aUe- 
gation  of  agrarians  a:id  anarchists  that  "all  men  are  born  free  and 
equal.  ^  This  assertion,  although  liberal  and  popular  with  a  certain 
dass  of  persons,  is,  however  false  and  a  glaring  falsehood.  Some  are 
bora  poor,  and  others  rich.  Some  are  born  weak,  puny,  and  unhealthy  ; 
others  strong  and  healthy.  Some  are  born  dull  and  stupid,  others  of 
quick  and  penetrating  intellect,  etc.,  etc.;  for  the  enumeration  would  be 
too  long  The  true  ground  of  eyua%  in  men  is  that  we  will  be  con- 
demned bv  OUT  Maker  only  for  guilt  voluntarily  and  freely  incurred,  or 
rewarded  m  the  next  life  only  for  the  supernatural  good  we  will  have 
accomphsncd  in  this  life.  In  all  these  respects  a  slave  is  absolutely  on 
the  same  footing  with  his  master.  But  the  Bible  is  brought  forward 
against  slavery,  and  Abo  itionists  of  course  quote  the  Bible  in  support 
of  their  theories^  although  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  from  the 
quotations  already  adduced,  that  if  the  battle  of  abolitionism  is  to  bo 
fought  on  Scripture  ground,  they  are  already  discomfited.  Indeed,  it  is 
euougn-to  remvk,  that  some  of  the  modem  fanatics  have  gone  to  that 
lengta  of  impiety  and  blasphemy,  as  to  assert  unblushingly  that  if  the 
Bib.e  upholds  Slavery,  the  Bible  must  be  amended.  No  better  confota- 
ton  of  abolitiomsm  need  be  adduced,  than  the  necessity  to  which  it 
drives  i;^  defenders  of  uttering  execrable  impieties  and  blasphemies. 
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>  Those  who   would  not   set  aside  the  authority  of  the  inspired   volume, 

'  allege  from  it  these  general  maxims,  that   Chri:<t  has  liberated  us  :  that 

'   there  is  no  slave  in  the  Christian  religion.     But  it  is  evid;}rit  tlicy  speak 

f  .,     of  spiritual  liberty,  of  the  true  liberty,  the  only  one  whicli  deserves  the 

i  M   i  name,  liberty  from  sin.  from   corrupt  inclinations,  from   S^tan.  and  not 

i4  -  liberty  from  civil  powers,  and  masters,  to   whom  they   teach   positively 

r    ■  and  expressly,  that  obedience  is  due,  so  that  to  resist  them,   is   to  resist 

■^  the  appointment  of  God.     Hence,  the  passage  which  says  there  is  no 

-  slave,  runs  thus,  Galat.  in.  2S.  "  There  is"  neither  Jew.  nor  Greek  ; 
there  is  neither  bond  nor  free  ;  there  is  neither  male  nor  female.     For 

■  you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  Words  which  it  would  be  ludicrous 
'  '  to  allege  as  intimating  the  extinction  of  domestic  Slavery.  The  pas- 
)■   sages  of  Scripture,  however,  which  the  abolitionists  urge   with  greater 

•'  confidence,  are  tkose  which  command  men  to  pay  the  wages  of  their  la- 
/  borers  and  liirclings.  The  followmg  are  those  they  quote  :  Lev.  xix  13. 
'  The  wages  of  him  that  hath  been  hired  by  thee,  shall  not  abide  with  thee 
until  the  morning. — Deut.  xxiv.  14,  15,  has  a  text  of  the  same  import ; 
•  and  St.  James,  in  the  New  Testament,  rebukes  thus  the  rich. — Ch.  v.  4! 

■  "  Behold,  the  hire  of  the  laborers,  who  have  reaped  your  fields,  of  which 
/  you  hav^  defrauded  them,  crieth  ;  and  the  cjj  of  them  hath  entered  into 
f  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth."  But  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
'  these  quotations  have  no  bearing  whatever  on  the  question.  When  our 
'   Slaveholders  hire  laborers,  they  pay  them  according  to  the  agreement 

made,  and  this  is  all  that  the  Scripture  speaks  of.  "the  texts,  here  quo- 
ted, speak  of  laborers  and  hired  servants,  and  not  of  slaves  belonging 
^  to  the  mastei-s,  for  whom  they  work.  The  very  fact  that  the  Scripture 
makes  the  distinction  between  hired  men,  or  laborers  and  slaves,  shows' 
^  that  the  slaves  are  not  entitled  to  any  wages,  because  they  are  not  hired 
^  by  the  day.  Slaves,  however,  receive  their  hire  or  a  compensation  for 
-^  their  services  in  the  food,  clothing  and  dwelling  which  they  receive,  in 
^i  the  care  that  is  taken  of  them  during  their  infancy,  aud  in  the  assurance 

•  •    they  have  to  be  provided  for  in  time  of  sickness,  and  in  old  age. 

'\  The  preceding  remarks  must  convince  every  candid  mind,  that  the 
^  pretentions  of  Abolitionists  have  no  foundation  whatever  in  nature,  or 
*;  morality,  or  the  word  of  God.  cither  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  or  in 
<••  the  enactments  of  law-givers  of  the  religious  or  the  political  order. 
"^  The  fact  is,  that  there  has  been,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  an 
'-  actual  conspiracy  against  justice  and  truth/;  and  I  am  sorry  I  have  to 

•  state,  (but  a  just  regard  for  truth  and  justice  compels  me  to  do  it,)  this 
'    conspiracy  against  justice  and  truth,  is  headed   by  fanatical   preachers, 

-  whose  only  object  is  to  inflame  the  wicked  passiOns  of  their  hearers. 

-  Yes,  beloved  brethren,  the  chief  cause,  the  true  source  of  the  misfortunes 
whioh  weigh  already  upon  the  land,  and  bid  fair  to  increase  a  hundred 
fold,  lies  in  the  misrepresentations  of  ignorant  and  fanatical  zealots,  who 
desecrate  and  pollute  the  Divine  word,  speaking  in  the  name  of  Gtod, 
alUioogh  they  gainsay  all  the  teachings  of  (Jtod.    They  are  the  fitlse 
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prophets,  of  whom  the  Scripture  sav.,  Jer.  xxiw    >!  •  "  T  d.<1   nnt   c. 

aod  most  m,qa>tous  dcrico.  whicK  infonul  malice  can    ■  il^t   in  ord 
cnair  ot  1  eter,  and  recognises  tlio  Pope  as  the  visiiile  hcirl  nf -L  „» 

fending  Catholics,  became  the  o'rde     of  the  da?    a  ,d     J  '°'"''"  "°. 

|^t||x!rr-t^i^eSBi^^ 

thousand  times  unmasked  and  convinced  ol'  neiiiiri'    lie/    -,1  n  ^  ' 
injustice,  has  kept  on  its  eonrse  of  violence  decelo-  mt~r      '^'l  'i- " 
It,  seemed  qiUte  ininossiWe  for  it  to  lea"    ,.,  -^^^      ^'^'"^f":*'=''*° 
tio.,  and  justice,  because  h, deed  if  wrHr^^I   oT bv' M  "?''•' '""'''' 
and  bj.  ,hc  demon  of  religious,  or  iSer  a",;  Id^o^^^s       'try  "xho 
blind  Icjders  quitting  the  sphere  which  they  seem  to  clab,  when   'h, 
style  themselves  reverend,   have  sent  remonstrances   -orrnf 
points  evidently  out  of  the  pale  of  politicaTatd  d-  f  {^l{^S^^ 
have  also  invaded  State  legislatures,  and  in  those  paoslrared^iS 
their  proceedings  by  iniquity  and  injustice.    It  is  that  ,4me  pa.tv°wM 
baffled  m  its  attempts  against  the  Catholic  Church  wlrehhi  oddo  e 
only  patience,  sdence  and  prayer  to  ita  unholy  atta  kl  and  e^a2?a* 
by  the  rebuke  It  received  from  the  nation  (for  it  con  d   ^r,.  ^w'^     ."f 
sense  of  justice  so  deeply  engraved  in  the  Ime ric^u  bre  "t1  h^f 

RiS''.  '■%TP»°'  "S^f'  '^°  ^""'^^  advoJa^ng^in  the  name  of  th 
Bible,  the  hberation  of  slaves.  But  the  South  h°i  not  been  and  wil 
not,  as  a  .•,'ation,  be  as  patient  as  the  Catholie   CiSX      i  7 

tional  proof  that  this  Abolitionism  is  thetrpa^.^' wLxh  h^  latt 
waged  ivar  against  the  Cathplic  Church  I  have  onlv  tl  '^L.e  T' 
sertedbythelate  illustrions  and  eloquent   Bsho^  of  Swiesti^n; 

the  truth  of  which  struck  every  thinkirg  mind  at  tho  ontbrtk  oTtl^' 
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•  present  dist'irbaaces.    Protestaut  writers  have  beeu   extolliag  tlie  Re- 

■  public  of  the  United  States,  as  eadowed  with   wonderful   et-eiigth,  sta- 

ft)iuty  and  order,  wheu  compared  with  the  Republics  of  South  America, 

^ a  which  the  majority  of  the  people  profe=s  the   Catholic  religion.     The 

invidious  comparison  has  often  been  made  ;  as  if  free  and  liberal  insti- 

^tnlions  could  not  prosper  under   our-Chnrca.  and  as  if  Protestantism 

? alone  could  found,  establish,  and  foster  Republican  Institutions.     The 

IkS^resent  state  of  affairs  shows  how  ill  grouaaci  these  views  have  been. 

K  The  fact  is.  that  religion  has  notiiincr  to  do  with  the  disturbances  and 

^tigitations  of  the  Governments  of  Spanish  origin,  which  have  sprung  up 

[South  of  the  United  States.     The  true  cause  "of  those  agitations  lies  in 

r    ihe  ambition,  and  other  wicked  passions  of  men  who  are  uawilliag  to  be 

^  'controlled  by  religion,  and  who  deem  it  right  to  attack  relig"ioa  in  order 
'  to  become  rich  from  its  spoils.     But  in   the   United  States,  it  will   be 
properly  and  clearly  reliirion  or  rather  Ijigotr}-  that  will  have  destroyed 
the  beautiful  fabric  of  Washington  and  the  other  great  mea  who  wished 
[  ^  go  much  to  keep  the  Government  and  religion  separate  from  each  other. 
The  Catholics  of  America  have  scrupulously  adhered  to   tho53   coiistitu- 
I      tional  provisions,  and  have  interfered  only  by  praying  for  the  republic, 
the  general  peace  and  welfare  of  their  fellow  citizens.     As  for  the  Pro- 
^     testant  Clergy,  with,  of  course,  honorable  exceptions,  they  have  brought 
^bout   this   deplorable  state  of  things,  in  which   the  South  is  arrayed 
[    ^gamst  the  North,  and  ia  which   war.  bloodshed,  and  all  the  atrocities 
^    of  civil  di.scord  may  yet 'have  their  sad  exhibition.    Protestant  intoler- 
'Ance  and  bigotry  have  demolished  this  beautiful  edifice,  which  wisdom, 

►  inoderation  and  prudence  had  reared  to  jiolitical  liberty. 

I    "■    I  must  now,  brethren,   pass  to  the  second  part  of  my  discourse.  4nd 

^    Hiariag  shown  the  lawfulness  of  Sla\-ery  in  general.  I  must  show  the  coa- 

"ditions  upon  wliich  this  state  of  things  receives   the   sanctiou  of  justice, 

^f  God.  himself,  and  of  the  church— the  visible  ;guide  given 'us   by  Our  ' 

^    Xord  Jesi'o  Christ.     It  is  in  this  part   that    I  may  have  to  mention 

Vrongs  which  the  South  ought  to  acknowledge  and  coai^ss  ;  and  if  these 

twrongs  be  persevered  in.  this  may  be  the  reason   why  the  Almighty,  in 

'his  justice  and  wise  severity,  may  sweep  Slavery  out  of  the  laud,  not  be- 

■fcause  Slaver)'  is  bad  in  itself,  but  because  men  will  abuse   it  through 

I  wanton  malice.  The  necessity  of  some  conditions  for  the  legitimacy  of 
Slavery  must  appear  evident  to  everybody.  A  man.  by  being  a  slave, 
does  not  cease  to  be  a  man,  retaining  all  the  properties,  qualities,  attri- 
butes, duties,  rights  and  responsibilities  attached  to  human  nature,  or  to 

>  a  being  endowc-d  with  reason  and  understanding,  and  made  to  the  image 
and  likeness  of  God.  A  master  has  not  over  a  slave  the  same  rights 
Tvhich  he  has  over  an  animal,  and  whoever  would  view  his  slaves  me- 
rely as  beasts,  would  have  virtually  abjured  human  nature,  and  would 
deserve  to  be  expelled  from  human  society.     I  will   then   state  the  va- 

j.      rio'i5  condition?  whicli  must  accompany  a  le.aitimato  possession  of  slaves. 
In  the  first  place  it  is  domestic  Slavery  which   we  advocate  to  be  law- 
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ful,  an  J  to  have  the  .-anction  of  God  hirnsolf,  b'^t  it  is  not  the  "  sla>    , 
trade. "_  or  the  Af.Icaa    iv^de.     The   ,  iav(,-trade  U  abiulately  iiu[ntri/| 
and  unjust,  and  is  a<^ain.st  all  laws  natural,   divine,  eccle5iia,-;tical  mi 
civil.     The  slave-trade  consi.=;t3  in  kidnapping  negroes  by  fraud  and  no 
lence  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  and  bringing  them  to  .Imerica  for  sale; 
This  trade   is  evidently   oonderaned  by  justice   and   humanity.     What 
right  has  any  man  to  steal  another  man  and  enslave  him  ?  This,  nexi  '. 
murder,  seems  to  be  the  grossest  violation  of  justice  that  can  be  concc 
ved.     It  is  no  palliation  of  this   trade  to  assert  that  the  conditiom  ■ 
those  poor  creatures  will  be  bettered  by  selling  them  to  christian 
ters  in  America :  for  evil  is  not   to  be  done  in.  order   to  obtain  a  goo? 
result.     It  is  absolutely  evil  to  deprive  them  of  liberty  without  any  ju.- 
cause  ;  do  good  effect  can  render  it  lawful.    Besides,  that  good  effect"  is 
doubtful,  as  the  religion  and  civilisation  of  the  whites  who  commit  such 
horrible  theft,  must  be  hateful  to  those   poor   negroes.     It   is  not  an  e.\ 
cnse  for  the  trade,  but  an  additional  monstrosity,  to  say  that  those 
groes  are  sold  to  the  captains  of  vcsaeis  by  other  tribes   who  have  c*j> 
tiired  them  in  war  :  for  the  war  is  for   no   other  reason   than  to   makij 
prisoneis  ;  it  is  not  a  war.  but  an  abominable  plunder  of  human  bein^. 
Hence  the  slave-tr.idc  has  been  most  seve^•ely  prohibited  by  nearly  all 
European  Govi-riuneiits  ;  it  is,  as  all  know,  expressly  forbidden   by  the 
United  States,  and  we  hear  fn  qucntly  of  vessels  engaged  in  that  abomin- 
able traffic,  having  been  seized  and  captured   by   the   men-of-war  of  th 
Nation.     A.s  to  the  ecclesiastical  law,  his  Holiness,  Gregory  XVI,  in  ik 
year  1839,  issued  apostolic  letters  forbidding  moat  expressly  this  shame^ 
ful  commerce,  forbidding   ai\y  one  to  tcacli  that  it  is  lawful.     la  th^*; 
document,  his  Holiness   quotes  decrees  of  his  predecessors  who  had  con- 
demned the  slave-trade     The  letter  of  Pope  Gregory  XVI,  was  solemihi 
ly  read  in  the  c^ouncil  of  American  Prelates   held  in   Baltimore  in  th^ 
year  1840.     All  laws  stigtnatize  and  reprove  the  slave-trade,  and  it 
must  be  a  subject  of  regret  and   mortification  for  the  true  fr.ends  of  the 
Southen  cause  and  Southern  rights,  that  some  people  have  expressed 
or  hinted,  a  desire,  that  the  trade  should  be  revived,  and  that  the  pip-Jj 
hibition  of  it  by  the  Government  should  bo  repealed.     Fortunately   th^.i 
number  of  the  advocates  of  chis  infamous  tra^lo  is  so  small,  that  it  ma^ij 
well  be  cons.dered  as  nothing.     Indeed  if  a  Southern  Confederacy  W£ 
to  authorise  this  worst  of  j)iracie-t,  we  could   predict  with  certainty 
speedy  downfall,  because  it  woidd   npt  be  founded  on  justice,  but 
iniquity.     "Justice  oxalteth  a  Nation;  but  sin  makcth  Nations  miser? 
able."     But  there  is  not  the  slightest  fear  of  this.  V  j 

The  second  condition  of  legiti.nxto  -Slavery,  is  that  tho   rigths  of  fre^ 
colored  persons  be  respected.     The  moment  some   colored    people   havo-J 
acquired,  or  possess  lawful  exemption  from  Slavery,  it   is   as   unjust    Ld 
enslave  them  again,  as  it  would  be  to  enslave  a  white  man,   because   t;»i| 
ground  of  Slavery  is    ot  in  the  color  of  tho  skin,  but  tho   titles  which 
make  one  the  legitimate  servant  of  another.     It  would  be  tlien  a  palpabjef 


and  unreasonable  violation  of  all  justice  to  Fell  them,  or   to   expel    them 
from  the  State,  or  to  vex  and  molest  them  merely  because  they   arc  col- 

^■ored.     There  is  as  much  injustice  in  vexiiip;  the  free  colored  population, 
as  there  would  be  in  vexing  white  men,  either  on  account  of  their  origin, 

4)ecause,  for  instance,  they  arc  Irish  or  German,  or  on  account  of  their 
beligion.  It  has  been  a  subject  of  bitter  mortification  for  the  lovers  of 
justice  and  humanity  t^  learn  that  some  State  legislatures  have  had  be- 
fore them  laws  for  i^ani^^hing  or  selling  such  persons.  I  trust  the  escut- 
sclieon  of  Fiorida  will  not  be  sullied  by  such  unjust  statute,  and  that  the 
iore  of  justice  in  which  all  are  equally  interested,  will  for  ever  prevent 
the  attempt  of  such  unwise  legislation.  Some  Slavchnldcrs  may  imagine 
hat  the  expulsion  of  free  negroe>  would  strei.ghten  their  tenure  of  slaves, 
but  they  are  mistaken  :  injustice  will  not  uphold  anything  :  injustice  is 
a  rotten  prop,  which  will  only  accelei-ate  the  fall  of  whatever  rests  on  it. 
Hence  the  friends  of  justice  and  order  have  been  highly  j2  ratified  at  the 
late  proceedings  of  the  South  Carolina  Legislature,  on  the  occasion  of  a 
bill  which  was  introduced  to  sell  all  free  persons  of  color.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  to  report  on   the   biH,  following  the   dictates  of  justice, 

^ch  is  never  more  imperious  and  moic  sacied  thiin  in  ♦he  case  of  a  con- 
'test  between  the  strong  and  the  weak,  ];oin1ed  out  both  the  iniu->ticc  and 
the  impolicy  of  sucli  a  measure,  and  concluded  energetically  against  it  in  , 
the  following  strain,  v^hich  I  can  quote  only  in  substance  :  "  Forbid  it  jus-  , 
tice,  forbid  it  humanity,  forbid  it  conscience.  Let  us  not  by  such  a  glaring  [^ 
att  of  injustice  disgrace  our  cause,  and  render  ourselves  unworthy  of  tlie  ' 
sfniles  and  counteiVance  of  the  Supreme  Arbiter  of  all  events,  in   this   the    ' 

^  hour  of  our  need."     This  conclusion  of  the  report  does  great  honor   to 
the  head  and  heart  of  those  who  lead  politics  in  Charleston,  and   indeed 
jkhere  is  not  a  more  crying,  cowardly,  infamous  tyranny   than   that   of  a     ; 
sti'ong  Government  on  colored  people,  precisely  because   the  latter   are     ' 
weak,  defer.celess,  and  incapaljle  of  protecting  themselves. 

■  Here  is  anotJier  condition  I  must  mention  in  the  name  of  morality,  in 
the  name  of  public  decency,  in  the  name  of  religion,  in  the  name  of  Chris- 
tianity :  it  is  that  tlic  whites  do  not    lake   advantage   of  the  weakness, 

ignorance,  dependerce,  and  lowly  position  of  colored  females,  whether 
jglaves  or  not — availing  thcms*  Ives  of  the  impunity  which,  hitlierto,  laws 
m  the  South  lave  extended  to  this  soit  of  inicjuity.  It  is  indeed  right 
tliat  the  two  races  should  be  kcjit  distinct,  and  public  sentiment  )-epu- 
diates  amalgamation,  and  hence  su<'h  connubial  alliances  are  not  to  be 
encouraged  and  formed.  But,  things  lieing  on  that  footing,  every  out- 
rage against  morals  should  be  repressed.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  clergy  to 
protest  against  every  violation  of  the  moral  law,  and  by  making  the  ^; 
present  remark.  I  discharge  but  too' weakly  and  imperfectly  a  sacred^!" 
obligation,  attached  to  the  resj)onsil)h'  and    dangerous   office  of  Bishop, 

''which  1  liold  in  the  Church  of  God.  J  am  a  >incere  and  devoted  friend 
of  the  South,  to  which  Divine  Providence  has  .-^rnt  me,  and  I  am  ready  to 
undergo  any  hardship — to  make  any  sacrifice— foi-  the  true  welfare  of  the 


,   f 


18 


people  amoag  whom  I  live  ;  still  I  must  ?ay  it  for  conscience  sake — who 
kucws  whether  the  Almighty  does  not;  de^.igl!  10  use  the  present;  distur- 
bances for  liie  destruction  of  fi'equeuioccasioLLSo:  iziimoraiiry,  which  the 
subservient  and  degraded  position  of  the  slave  o53rs  lo  the  iewd.  I  hope 
I  am  a  false  prophet  :  but,  at  the  same  :im?,  I  must  admonish  lay  country- 
men that  obs:ure.  secret,  and  hidden  crimes,  ofren  call  for  an  open,  public, 
and  solemn  chastisement  at  ihe  r.ands  of  the  Supreme  Moderator  of 
events  :  and  I  m-st  remind  them  tha;  the  waters  of  the  fiood,  in  vrhich 
the  whole  race  cf  vnankind  was  swept  off.  save  a  small  remnant,  were 
sent  by  the  Almighty  to  punish  an  impure  and  lewd  generation  ;  I  must 
remind  them  that  Sodom  and  Goraorrha  were  consumed  in  a  shower  of 
burning  pitch  and  brimstone,  because  of  the  unnatui-ai  lusts  of  it3  proSi- 
gate  inhabitants.  It  is  but  right  that  means  should  be  taken  to  check  liber- 
tinism and  iicentiousnes?;  and  that  the  female  slave  be  surrounded  with 
s^jfiacient  protection  to  save  her  from  dishonor  and  crime.  The  Southern 
Confederacy,  if  it  should  exist,  must  rest  on  morality  and  justice,  and  it 
could  never  be  entitled  to  a  special  protection  from  above,  unless  it 
professes  to  surround  Slavery  with  the  guarantees  that  will  secure  its 
morality  and  virtue. 

This  leads  me  to  another  condition  on  a  subject  kindred  to  the  preceding. 
It  is  that  matrimonial  relations  be  ob'Served  among  slaves,  and  that  the 
laws  of  marriage  be  enforced  among  them.  All  know  that  there  have 
been,  and  there  are  frightful  abuses  about  this  point,  and  I  leave  it  to  the 
conscience,  reason,  and  good  sense  of  any  upright  and  virtuous  man, 
whetier  God  can  bless  a  country  and  a  state  of  things  in  which  there  is  a 
wo5jI  disregard  of  the  holy  laws  of  marriage.  It  is  my  duty  to  proclaim 
to  masters  that  they  have  indeed  a  right  on  the  labor  of  their  slaves; 
they  can  j.;st]y  require  of  them  obedience,  respect,  and  service.  But  they 
are  not  the  masters  of  their  slaves  in  such  a  way  that  they  can  forbid 
them  marriage,  or  prescribe  it  at  pleasure.  Alt::ough  they  can  give 
directions  and  advice  to  their  servants  on  this  point,  still  those  servants 
are  their  own  masters  as  to  that.  The  titles  to  Slavery  include  only 
labor  and  service,  but  they  cannot  change  the  nature  of  men.  It  would 
be  unnatural  and  foolish  to  suppose  that  the  whole  race  is  deprived  of 
the  faculty  of  marrying  by  their  servile  dependence  ;  and  it  would  be  a 
shocking,  hideous,  and  abominable  conclnsion.  to  admit  that  they  must 
live  in  concubinage  and  adultery.  Hence  religion  and  morality  point 
out  to  m.a5ters  a  strict  and  rigorous  duty,  not  only  not  to  oppose  the 
man  iage  of  their  servants,  but  to  promote  it,  and  to  procure  for  them 
aU  t  .c  necessary  means  of  avoiding  immorality  and  crime.  Slaves  must 
be  encouraged  to  marry,  and  the  laws  of  m.arriage  must  be  observed 
among  them  exactly  as  amon^  the  whites.  The  law  of  God  admits  of  no 
distinction  in  this  respect :  tlie  laws  of  morality  are  not  different  with 
the  different  races  of  men,  and  a  state  of  things  which  is  criminal  with 
the  whites,  cannot  be  excusable  with  the  colored  people.  There  is  but 
ooe  Christian  code  of  morality  and  of  domestic  order.     Our   Lord   Jesus 
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t   Chrifit  has  appoiuted  laws  and  sacred  prescriptions  for  marriage,  which 

l\  He  has,  indeed,  raised  to  the  dignity  and  excellence  of  a  sacrament.     He 

I  i^has  not  excepted  anybody  from  the  operation   of  these  Divine  laws. 

[i  divorce  and  polygamy  mustbe  excluded  froih  Christians,  or  else  the  anger 

AJ  of  God  will  necessarily  be  provoked  by  the  violation   of  His  laws. 

]    Slavery,  to  become  a  permanent  institution  of  the  South,  must  be  made 

to  conform  to  the  laws  of  God  ;    a  Southern  Confederacy  will  never 

thrive,  unless  it  rests  upon  moralit)-  and  order  ;    the  Supreme  Arbiter 

,  pf  Nations  will  not  bless  with  stability  and  prosperity  a  state  of  things 

)  which  would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  His  holy  commandments.    Hence 

I  iriarriage  must  be  estjiblished  and  enfor,ced  among  slaves,  and  all  the  laws 

of  Christian  marriage  must  be  held  up  to  their  faithful  observance,  as 

^'    l|iey  are  among  the  Whites  in  every  decent  form,  of  society  ;  and  the  law 

j    df  the  Apostle  must  apply  to  servants  :  "  Marriage  honorable  in  all,  and 

J    the  bed  undefiled.  "— Heb.  xiii.  4. 

Another  condition  arises  from  the  nature  of  connubial  society — it  is 

that    the  husband  and  wife  are  joined  together  until  death  parts  them. 

^^  Our  Saviour's  word  on  this  cannot  j>^  ^"way  :  "  What  God  has  joined 

I  together,  let  no  man  ])ut  asunder.""  '^^ence  families  ought  never  to  be 

\  separated,  when  once  established.    It  is  unreasonable,  unchristian,   and 

immoral  to  separate  a  husband  from  his  vdfe  and  children,  and  to  sell  the 

husband  North,  and  the  wife  South,  and  the  children  East  and  West. 

■^  master  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to   do  this  merely    for  the  sake  of 

greater  profit.     Covetousness  and  cupidity  would  not  render  that  conduct 

excusable,  but  would  only  heighten  its  black  hue.    Legitimate  gain  from 

slaves  cannot  be  censured  ;  but  gain  at  the  expense  of  morality,  religion, 

t« »  and  humanity,  is  a  horror  wliich  can  but  bring  to  a  speedy  ruin  a  fabric 

that  would  rest  on  it  and  admit  of   it.      The   separation  of  families  is 

ii-aught  with   evils  and  inconveniences  which  shock  the  moral  sense  of 

everybody  at  once  ;  but  in  the  eyes  of  Religion  it  presents  yet  a  greater 

inconvenience.    This  married  man,  this  married  woman,  now  separated 

from  each  other,  cannot  live  in  continency ;    if  would  be  requiring  a 

miracle  of  fortitude  and  virtue,  which  cannot  be  expected  from  thegener- 

^  ality  of  men,  much  less  from  a  race  more  inclined  to  pleasures  than  any 

other.     Indeed,  the  strength  and  violence  of  anrimal  propensities  is  in  the 

inverse  ratio  of  intellectual  an^  moral  faculties,  which  are  decidedly 

weaker  in  the  African  race,  as  all  persons  of  experience  will  testify. 

Hence  these  people  will  be  necessarily  exposed  to  adultery,  for  the  laws 

of  God  cannot  be  set  aside  or  ignored  ;  the  former  marriage  still  subsists, 

and  hence  the 'separated  parties  will  live  in  adultery  and  crime,  and   be 

,   in  the  impossibility  of  serving  God  and  of  working  out  their   salvation. 

What  a  dreadful  responsibility  for  any  master  who  has  not  yet  extinguish- 

'ed  altogether  iji  himself  the  lear  of  his  Supreme  Judge!  There  ought  to  be, 

therefore,  a  provision  made  and  sanctioned  by  the  civil  law.  to  be  a  bar 

against  cupidity,  that  families   shall  never  be  separated,  and  specially 

that  husband  and  wife  will  be  loohed  upon   as   one   person,  inseparable 
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and  indivisible.  The  onlv  exception  to  tins  law  would  be  the  commission 
of  great  crimes  by  one  of  the  parties,  vrliich  would  render  them  subject 
to  legal  punishments,  as  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  for  in  such 
cases  even  amouGT   the  whites  the  husband  is  separated  from  his  wife. 

Among  the  conditions  necessary  to  render  Slavery  lawful  and  reasonable, 
it  is  scarcely  necessaiy  to  mention  that  the  master  must  really  and  in 
good  faith  provide  food,  clothing,  and  dwelling  for  his  servant'  This  is 
a  duty  of  tlie  master  whicli  requires  no  proof,  and  is  admitted  by  all,  and 
practised  by  all  generally  speaking  ,  and  it  is  indeed  a  strikiui/  feature 
of  the  South,  that  the  slave  is  better  fed  and  clotlied  tlian  tlie  free  negro. 
There  is,  we  know,  much  misrepresentation  and  calumny  resorted  to  on  ■<  ^J 
this  point  by  Abolitionists  ;  their  appalling  stories  about  the  hardsliips 
of  slaves  are  no  more  than  a  maliciou-s  fiction.  If  tliere  lave  been  cruel, 
tp-annical,  tiger  hearted  masters,  it  is  only  a  proof  that  there  may  be 
monsters  in  the  luiman  race — but  such  monsters  are  found  as  well  in  free 
as  in  slave  regions.  As  for  the  generality  of  masters  in  the  South,  they 
are  humane  and  kind,  and  more  inclined  to  be  too  mild  than  too  severe 
to  their  servants.  This  kind  treatment  is  the  neces-ary  effect  of  religious 
feeling  and  practical  religion  among  masters,  and  hence  it  ought  to  be 
the  great  study  of  ministers  of  religion  to  spread  the  spirit  of  Christianity 
among  the  people  ;  it  will  do  incomparably  more  for  the  relief  and  the 
happiness  of  the  slave  than  all  the  fanatical  efforts  of  Abolitionists.  This 
spirit  of  Christianit}-  will  teach  the  master  to  treat  his  slave  with  human- 
ity and  kindness,  as  a  fellow-being,  and  as  a  partaker  of  the  same  nature, 
the  same  promises,  the  same  ho})e  of  eternal  happiness,  wliich  exalt  so 
much  the  human  race  when  received  in  the  light  of  faith  and  Christian 
revelation,  and  hence  I  can  do  nothing  better  than  to  write  down  here 
tlie  teaching  and  recommendation  of  the  inspired  Apostles  concerning  the 
relative  duties  of  masters  and  servants  :  "  Servants,  obey  in  all  things 
your  masters  according  to  the  flesh,  not  serving  to  the  eye,  as  pleasing 
men,  but  in  simplicity  of  heart,  fearing  God.  Whatsoever  you  do,  do 
it  from  the  heart,  as  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  men,  knowing  that  you  shall 
receive  of  the  Lord  the  rewai'd  of  inheritance.  Servo  ye  the  Lord 
Christ.  For  he  that  docth  an  injury  shall  receive  for  that  which  he 
hath  done  unjustly,  as  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  witli  God.  blasters, 
do  to  your  servants  that  which  is  just  and  equal,  knowing  tliat  you  also 
have  a  Master  in  lieavcn.  " — Colos.  iii  22.  '•  Servants,  oi)ey  your  carnal 
masters  with  fea#  and   trembling,  in   tlie  simplicity   of  your  heart,  as 

Christ,  not  serving  to  the  eye  as  it  were  pleasing  men,  but  as  servants 
of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of  God,  from  the  heart,  with  a  good  will  doing 
service,  as  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  men,  knowing  that  whatsoever  good 
every  one  shall  do.  the  same  shall  he  receive  from  tlie  Lord,  whether  he 
be  bond  or  free.  And  you,  masters,  do  the  same  things  to  them,  forbear- 
ing threatcnings  :  knowing  that  the  Lord  both  of  them  and  you  i?  ia 
Heaven,  and  there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  him." — Eph.  vi.  o. 
"  Ekhort  servants  to  be  obedient  to  their  masters,  in  all  things  pleasing, 
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not  conti-adictinff,  not  dcfmiidluji,  but  in  all  things  showing  good  fidelity 
that  they  may  adorn  tho  ductnne  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things.  "— 
Tit.  II.  9.  What  a  useful  (m(J  extensive  subject  of  meditation  for  ser- 
vants and  masters.  If  both  come  up  to  the  requirements  and  exhorta- 
tions of  Christian  morality  laid  down  by  the  Apostles  themselves,  then 
servants  will  truly  be  lmpj»y,  and  will  love  and  serve  their  masters' from 
their  heartB,  and  mastcrai  will  also  find  in  their  servants  protectors  de- 
voted friendri,  lonng  HubjcctH,  who  will  take  their  interests  to  heart'  and 
be  more  like  children  thnn  Hlavcs.  Such,  indeed,  were  the  servants  of 
Abram,  wliosc  virtue,  faith,  and  religion,  are  a  theme  of  praiso  in  the 
Sacred  Scripture,  who  nuiiil»ored  three  hundred  and  eighteen  born  in 
his  house,  who  exposicd  their  lives  for  tlie  interests  of  tlieir  master  and 
obtained  for  liira  a  gloriouN  victory.  These  are  the  dispositions  which 
'  true  religion  would  instill  in  the  breasts  of  servants,  and  which  we 
would  witness  generally  among  serVants,  if  religion  presided  over  our 
lamilies  and  plantaliouH.  In  the  absence  of  this  element  of  order  and 
peace,  alas  !  masters  have  often  no  greater  fear  than  from  their  servants 
and  what  blessing  then  would  it  not  be  for  masters  themselves,  if  their 
servants  would  imbibe  the  true  and  genuine  spirit  of  Christiani'ty  ? 

This  leads  me  to  the  IuhI^  condition  which  I  wish   to  mention  for  the 
lawfulness  of  Slavery.     It  h,  that  servants  must  be  provided  with  the 
means  of  knowing  and  pruotiHing  religion.    This  is  a  sacred,  indispensable 
bounden  duty  of  masters,  tlm  neglect  of  which  alone,  if  they  had  commit- 
ted no  othe^-  fault,  would  e.\j>ofle  them  to  eternal   damnation.      Servants 
aremoraI,resi)onsibIc  and  rational  beings,  accountable   to   the  Supreme 
Arbiter  of  all  things,  as  the  masters  themselves.     They  must  save   iheir 
own  souls,  and  have,  as  well  aw  their  masters,  no  other   affair   worthy  of 
the  name  in  this  world,    Tiiey  have  an  immortal  soul,  made  to  the  image 
and  likeness  of  God,  and  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ.     Tlie  loss  of 
such  a  soul  is  a  greater  misfortune   than   the  destruction  of  the  whole 
world.     Man  is  on  earth,  only  to  save  that  soul  by  the  love   and  service 
of  God,  and  the  slave  has  JJio  same  rights  and  duties  as  the  white  man  : 
*'  There  is  neither  Jew,  noi'  (Jreck,  there  is  neither  bond  nor  fi-ee  •  there 
is  neither  male,   nor  fetnalo  ;    for  you   are   all   one  in  Christ  Jesus.  " 
Gal.  III.  28.     It  if,  theivfore,  evident  that   the  slave  must  be  made 
acquainted  with  everything  nocossary  that  he   may  save  his  soul.     The 
master  who  has  the  time,  and  tlie  services  of  his  slave,  is  bound  by  natural 
law,  as  also  by  the  divine  und  ecclesiastical  law,  to  instruct  his  servants 
in  theu'  religious  duties,  or  to  have  them  instructed   by  proper  persons. 
He  has,  with  regard  to  that,  tlic  same  obligations  which  parents  contract 
■with  regard  to  their  cliildron.     Hence  it  would  be  a  great  crime,  and  a 
great  folly  at  the  same  tiiiic,  in  masters  to  keep  their  servants  in  ignorance 
of  every  religious  doctrini' ;  those  lost   souls   would   cry  out  to  heaven 
against  thenrfor  \ongeancr,  and  this  flagrant  injustice  against   the   souls 
of  slaves,  would  be  the  suit"  way  to  i-ender   .Slavery   an"  untenable  and 
ruinous  institution,  deserving  the  contempt  of  men, 'and  the   malediction 
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of  God.  It  would  1)0  tveatiiig  s'.ive:^  Ilk-:;  bea.tf,  and  as  C.ls  ii  supi-em:-!}-  • 
unnatural,  sacli  a  state  of  things  T^ould  be  a  forced  and  violent  o"?.  and 
could  not  stand,  and  God  would  owe  i:  to  his  mercy,  wisdom  and  ju3tic?> 
to  brin:^  about  the  speedy  ruin  of  such  an  unjust  and  iniquitous  institution. 
On  the  contrary,  if  the  slave  be  taught  his  reli,2-ion.  the  nature  ai.d 
destination  of  hi?  souh  his  duties  to  God,  and  the  rev.-ards  as  well  as  the 
chastisement.?  of  the  next  life,  lie  will  then  act  rc-"',?onably  :  many  will 
follow  the  admonitions  of  the  apostles,  and  thus  tlie  mutual  happiness  and  , 
satisfaction  of  servants  and  masters  T%'ill  be  sui  ely  and  eifecaciousir 
pro^ioted.  A  Christian  and  religious  master  may  easily  become  a  most-l 
eflfectuai  missionary,  enforcing  among  his  servant.-,  by  his  words  and' 
examples,  the  love  of  morality  and  virtue,  gaining  them  to  God.  and  by 
his  kindness  winning  tlieir  affection  and  love.  He  will  th.us  be  served 
far  better  iu  this  world,  and  will  be  the  instrument  of  the  eternal 
happiness  of  many  in  the  next  world,  which  is  indeed  the  highest  aim  of 
human  ambition.  Happy  are  the  masters  who  own  those"  slaves,  and 
happier  the  servants  who  belong  to  them..  Thenuml^er  of  such  masters  a 
i.s  not  very  large  :  but  we  have  known  some  who  had  truly  upon  this,  the 
Christian  Spirit,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  one  afternoon  every 
week,  calling  in  a  Clergyman  to  give  their  servants  once  a  week,  a 
homely  and  familiar  instruction  adapted  to  their  wants,  besides  the 
Sunday  which  they  had  free  for  the  perfoirnance  of  their  religious  duties. 
The  subject  which  I  have  presented  to  day  to  your  consideration, 
beloved  brethren,  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  is  to  have  a  [)Owerful 
influence  over  the  stability  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Such  a 
Confederacy  will,  to  all  appearance.  1)0  formed,  and  .-ucli  is  the  rapid 
march  of  events,  that  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union  is  already 
consummated,  and  the  faint  hopes  of  a  permanency  of  the  Union,  which 
existed  yet  wlien  the  ftr.-^t  pages  of  this  paper  were  written,  !iave  altogether 
vanished,  and  the  new  flag  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  is  now  given  to 
the  breeze,  and  waves  under  my  eyes.  Xow  if  that  Confederacy  i*  meant 
to  be  solid,  durable,  stable  and  permanent,  it  must  rest  upon  justice  and 
morality.  '•  Justice  exalteth  a  Nation  :  but  sin  maketh  Nations 
miserable.  "  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  law  of  God  does  not 
reprove  Slavery  :  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  now  the  sudden  and  abrupt 
manumission  of  slaves  would  be  a  misfortune  of  appalling  magnitude, 
more  so  yet  for  the  slave  than  for  the  master.  Let  then  the  wise  and 
the  virtuous  unite  and  combine  their  prugence,  their  patriotism,  their 
humanity,  and  their  religious  integrity  to  divest  Slaveiy  of  the  features 
which  would  make  it  odious  to  God  and  man.  Xow  is  the  time  to  make 
a  salutary  reform,  and  to  enact  judicious  regulations.  I  propose  as  the 
means  of  setting  the  new  Confederacy  upon  a  solid  basis,  that  a  servile 
code  be  drawn  up  and  adopted  by  the  Confederacy,  defining  clearly  the 
rights  and  duties  of  masters,  and  the  rights  and  duties  of  slaves.  This 
will  be  the  means  of  proving  to  the  world  that  the  South  is  on  the  side 
of  justice,  morality,  reason  and  religion.     This  will  be  a  just  viniication 
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. ; .:  |%f  Southern  views  sanctioned  by  the  Great  Arbiter  of  Nations  ;  this  will 
;  y  ^-he  a  most  triumphant  confutation  of  the  charges  which  bigotry,  ignorance, 
>,\ir  fanaticism  and  malice,  cloaked  under  a  reverend  garb,  have  for  years 
ta^    '    Leaped  against  Southern  Institutions. 

i_'       f  "We  have  assembled  to  humble  ourselves  under  the  remembrance  of 

td^  IjOur  manifold  transgressions  :  the  subject  which  has  been  presented    to 

e  r    L!.v(Hi  on  this  occasion  affords  to  the  North  and  to  the  South  just  subjects 

j^Y     ^f  humiliation,   sorrow,   confusion  and  humble  accusation  before  the 

^  .Supreme  Ruler.     Let  us,  beloved  brethren,  accompany  these  sentiments 

of  humiliation  and  grief  with  great  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God,  who 

iU)ftcn     permits    transitory    sufferings  in   order  to   derive  from  them 

•  [substantial  and  lasting  good.    Let  us  remember  how   the  Jews,  under 

♦.  Esther,  having  recourse  to  penance  and  prayer  were  saved  miraculously 

tl)    L  from  their  enemies,  who  themselves  fell  into  the  pit  they  had  dug  for 

'•  '    r  their  unoffending  brethren.     Let  us  remember  how  the  threats  against 

i  4  ^  "■  Nineve  were  averted  by  the  humiliation  and  penance  of  the  people,  and 

(Y     'l  let  us  hope,  in  the  midst  of  the  sed  forebodings  which  reach  us  every   • 

[  1       ll^day,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  rumors  and  cries  ofcivil  war  which  seem  to 

?       ^Gbecome  every  day  nearer  and  nearer,  that  Divine  Providence,  who  has 

i  \^  tin  his  hands  the  heart  of  kings,  rulers,  and  statesmen,  will  avert  calara- 

'.  L    ^  jties  fi-om  our  heads,  or  at  least  grant  us  the  grace  of  so  profiting  by  the 

!  r  ^  /  "temporal  evils  to  which  we  may  be  subjected,  that  by  patience,  resignation, 

\    If  ^submission  to  the  will  of  heaven,  we  may  expiate  our  past  faults,  cancel 

'   at  least  a  part  of  the  debt  which  we  owe  to  the  Divine  Justice,  and  render 

Ourselves  worthy  of  the  eternal  liappinesss  which  is  promised  to  the  true 

T Servants  of  God  in  the  next  world. 
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